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Defining Case: Case is that form the Noun (or Pronoun) that expresses its relation with some other word in the sentence (relationship in itself may sometimes be called a case).

In Hindi there are three types of cases: 

· Direct case

· Oblique case

· Vocative case

Direct Case – it is unmodified form of the Noun for indicating subject mainly and sometimes objects. Exceptions with past participle form of a verb, in which the Subject has the oblique form with the sign n]e: 

E.g. l]zå¿] »l] K]]t]] hE | Boy eats fruits

     vo b]cco hE\ | They are children
     l]zåi¿y]]> g]]t]I\ h\E | Girls sing
     g}g]] aOr y]m¶n]] n]idy]]> hE\ | Ganga and Yamuna are rivers (Predicative  noun referring to a subject)
     D]ob]I ¿p]zåe D]ot]] hE | The washerman washes clothes (inanimate object of a verb).

	Direct Case
	Singular 
	Plural

	Masculine – a]
	-
	A

	Masculine other nouns
	-
	-

	Feminine – w, W, y]]
	-
	a]>

	Feminine other nouns
	-
	A>

	
	
	


Oblique case: It expresses the grammatical relations with the help of postpositions (a.k.a. ‘case signs’) and is always placed after the Noun or Pronoun. They cannot be replaced by other words of the same or similar meaning. Some postpositions we have seen earlier are: me]\, p]r, s]e. 

	Oblique case
	Singular 
	Plural

	Masculine – a]
	A
	ao\

	Masculine other nouns
	-
	ao\

	Feminine – w, W, y]]
	-
	ao\

	Feminine other nouns
	-
	ao\

	
	
	


E.g. K]]no mo\ - K]]n]o\ mo\, l]¿zåI p]r - l]¿izåy]o\ p]r, i¿t]]b] so - i¿t]]b]o\ so

Make plural for Direct and Oblique case:

	Direct Case (S)
	Direct Case (Pl)
	Oblique Case (S)
	Oblique Case (Pl)

	p]–]]
	p]–o
	p]–o p]r 
	p]–]o\ p]r

	g]D]]
	
	g]D]e p]r
	

	¿÷rs]I
	
	¿÷rs]I mo\
	

	z\z]
	
	z\ze so
	

	qop]I
	
	qop]I mo\
	

	s]]zåI
	
	s]]zåI mo\
	

	dIv]]r
	
	dIv]]r p]r
	

	i¿t]]b]
	
	i¿t]]b] mo\
	

	G]ozå]
	
	G]ozåe p]r
	

	¿‡Ýc]I
	
	¿‡Ýc]I so
	

	g]]zåI
	
	g]]zåI mo\
	

	G]r
	
	G]r mo\
	

	T]]l]I
	
	T]]l]I mo\
	

	b]cc]]
	
	b]cco so
	

	»øl]
	
	»øl] mo\
	

	pOs]]
	
	pOso so
	

	Kot]
	
	Kot] mo\
	

	drv]]j]å]
	
	drv]]j]åe p]r
	

	B]]W
	
	B]]W mo\ 
	


¿] denotes relationships between nouns and pronouns. If the noun/pronoun that follows is feminine (singular or plural) ¿] changes to ¿I . If it is masculine and plural or has oblique form, ¿] changes to ¿†. 

Some relationships:

	¿], ¿I, ¿†
	

	Possession and or kinship:
	i¿rn] ¿] B]]W

i¿rn] ¿I g]]zåI

	Material or composition:


	p]tT]r ¿e m]¿]n]

s]ono ¿] ¿zå]

	Worth and measure:

	A¿ Ðp]A ¿I x]k¿r

p]]>c] s]]l] ¿] b]cc]]

	Source, origin, cause:


	¿]il]d]s] ¿† n]]q¿

Kot] ¿I [p]j]

	Subject (doer of an act):


	n]O¿r ¿] ¿]m]

a]p] ¿I ¿&p]] so

	Object (of an activity):


	b]cc]o\ ¿I p]Zå]W

m]ehn]t] ¿I ¿m]]W

	Part of a whole:


	roqI ¿] qu¿zå]

i¿t]]b] ¿] p]Ì]

	Purpose:


	p]Ino ¿] p]]n]I

K]]no ¿I moj]å

p]hn]no ¿† ¿p]zåe

	Characteristic:


	m]]> ¿I m]m]t]]

»øl]o\ ¿I ¿om]l]t]]

	
	


Pronoun and the case of Oblique: Oblique is formed differently from the Noun.

Rules to memorize:

	
	¿], ¿I, ¿†
	

	My
	mor], morI, more
	mera (m) , meri (f) , mere (pl)

	Our
	hm]]r], hm]]rI, hm]]re
	hamara (m) , hamari (f) , hamare (pl)

	Your
	t¶mh]r], t¶mh]rI, t¶mh]re
	tumhara (m) , tumhari (f) , tumhare (pl)

	His, her, its
	[s]¿], [s]¿I, [s]¿†
	uska (m) , uski (f) , uske (pl)

	Their
	[n]¿], [n]¿I, [n]¿†
	unka (m) , unki (f) , unke (pl)

	Whose
	i¿s]¿], i¿s]¿I, I¿s]¿†
	kis ka (m) , kis ki (f) 

	Of which
	i¿n]¿], i¿n]¿I, i¿n]¿†
	kin ka (m), kin ki (f) kin ke (pl)

	
	
	


	
	mo\, so, p]r, ¿o
	Oblique forms (+ implies substitute postpositions)

	My
	m¶J] + 
	Mujh +

	Our
	hm] +
	Hum  +

	Your
	t¶m] + 
	Tum +

	His, her, its
	[s] +
	Us  +

	Their
	[n] +
	Un +

	Whose
	i¿s] +
	Kis + 

	Of which
	i¿n] +
	Kin +

	
	
	


m¶J] + mo\ = m¶J]mo\ implies ‘in me’ 
m¶J] + so = m¶J]so ‘with me’ ‘from me’
m¶J] + p]r = m¶J] p]r ‘on me’ 
m¶J] + ¿o = m¶J]¿o ‘to me’ 

These are approximate English equivalents and are not to be literally translated in English. They basically give an idea about how they are used in Hindi. See equivalents in the postpositions handouts.

Vocative case: It is used for addressing someone or calling somebody. In singular only masculine nouns of the first order have a special ending ‘A’ for e.g. “Son!” boqe ! B]]wy]o\ aOr b]ihn]o\ ! dost]o\ ! 
Translate the following:

n]m]sto, mO\ s¶n]It]] h>U | a]p] ¿On] hE\ ? ky]] ¿]m] hE ? y]h hm]]r] G]r hE | y]h]> c]]r ¿m]re hE\ | v]h]> Bedroom hE | v]h morI t]sv]Ir hE | G]r mo\ C: ¿m]re hE\ aOr p]]>c] drv]]joå hE\, iK]zåi¿y]]> s]»†åd hE\ aOr drv]]j]åe p]Ilo hE\ |  y]h zEs]I hE, zEs]I acCI ig]l]hrI hE | m]er] s¿øl] ¿on]*el] so dUr hE, aOr mO\ b]s] so s¿øl] j]]t]I hU>, ky]] t¶mh]r] s¿øl] B]I dur hE? ky]] t¶m] B]I s¿øl] b]s] so j]]to ho? n]hI\ mO\ pOdl] j]]t]] hU> | ky]] g]m]I* ¿I CuiÇy]o\ mo\, t¶m] s]mm]r ¿‡mp] j]]t]I ho ? h]>, mO\ j]]t]I hU> | Hi! m]]>, a]p] K]ål]Il] hE\ | y]h m]erI m]]> hE\ | p]]p]] Office mo\ hE\ | qeb]l] p]r c]]y] hE, p]Ito  hE\ | D]ny]v]]d ! n]hI\, m]E\ j]]t]] hU> |

